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Abstract

The aim of this study is to present a comprehensive model of the factors influencing
the tax gap in Islamic countries, based on a meta-analysis of 37 findings extracted
from 17 published articles up to 2024. The validity of this model was then tested
using data from 79 listed companies in Iran over the period 2018 to 2023. The main
finding indicates that the tax gap in Iran differs from that in other Islamic countries,
and its measurement model is also different. Furthermore, the meta-analysis results
show that profitability, political connections, inventory, gender, and operating cash
flow affect the tax gap, while earnings management and growth have no significant
impact. Heterogeneity studies indicate that religious aspects strengthen the
relationship between social norms and the tax gap. In addition, despite sharing a
common religion, differences in tax structures lead to varying levels of the tax gap
across Islamic countries. This study provides guidance for future research to consider
Islamic and religious aspects in studies related to the tax gap.
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